
PROMOTION RECOMMENDATION 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

MEDICAL SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROLOGY 

Sarni J. Barmada, M.D., Ph.D., assistant professor of neurology, Department of Neurology, 
Medical School, is recommended for promotion to associate professor of neurology, with tenure, 
Department of Neurology, Medical School. 

Academic Degrees: 
Ph.D. 2006 
M.D. 2006 

Washington University 
Washington University 

Angela Dobson Welch and Lyndon Welch Research Professor 
of Neurology, University of Michigan 
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurology, University of Michigan 
Staff Scientist, J. David Gladstone Institutes, San Francisco 
Health Sciences Clinical Instructor, University of California 

Professional Record: 
2015-present 

2013-present  
2011-2013 
2010-2013 

Summary of Evaluation:
Teaching: Dr. Barmada devotes his time instructing undergraduates, medical students, 
graduate students, post-doctoral fellows, residents and clinical fellows. He has 
supervised 19 undergraduate students since 2013, four are currently working in the 
laboratory, and served as a faculty referee for ENG 110, a class offered by the University 
of Michigan College of Engineering for four years. Dr. Barmada currently mentors or co-
mentors two post-doctoral fellows and six graduate students within the laboratory, and serves 
on the thesis committees of four graduate students. He serves as a guest lecturer for 
Neuroscience 616, Diseases of the Nervous System, Pathology 581, Tissue, Cellular and 
Molecular Basis of Disease, and Biochemistry 212, Biochemistry for Nursing and Dental 
Hygiene Students. Two weeks per year, Dr. Barmada supervises and teaches medical 
students and residents while attending on the inpatient neurology service or neurology 
consult service. During this time, he organizes at least one teaching session each on 
neuroradiology and dementia. Medical students, residents and clinical fellows also rotate 
through the Cognitive Disorders Clinic, where Dr. Barmada sees patients on a weekly basis. 
Dr. Barmada also teaches one to two sessions per year of the Department of Neurology 
Basic Neuroscience series, provides the lecture on dementia for Geriatric Medicine 
fellows, and recorded a seminar for the Research Education Component of the Michigan 
Alzheimer's Disease Center. 

Research: Dr. Barmada's research takes advantage of a broad toolkit of innovative technologies 
and methods involving fluorescence microscopy, computer science and engineering, 
bioinformatics, genome engineering and molecular biology to investigate important yet 
unanswered questions in neurodegenerative diseases. His work, centering on critical 
abnormalities in RNA and protein metabolism in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), and 
frontotemporal degeneration dementia (FTD), combines basic biology with translational research 
and technology development. These studies have the potential to uncover conserved 
disease mechanisms operating in both ALS and FTD, and may provide an essential link 
between recent genetic 
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